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JERUSALEM — Israel on 
Tuesday launched its largest 
offensive in the Gaza Strip in 
nearly two years, carrying out 
a blistering aerial assault on 
scores of  targets and killing 25 
people in what officials called 
an open-ended operation aimed 
at ending weeks of  heavy rocket 
fire. 

As Gaza militants unleashed 
salvos on cities including Jeru-
salem and Tel Aviv, Israel mobi-
lized forces along the border for 
a possible ground invasion. 

The offensive set off  the 
heaviest fighting between Israel 
and the Islamic militant group 
Hamas since an eight-day battle 
in November 2012. The mili-
tants fired about 160 rockets at 
Israel, including two intercept-
ed over Tel Aviv, while Israel 
said it attacked more than 150 
sites across Gaza. 

Palestinian medics reported 
at least 25 dead, including six 
killed in an airstrike that flat-
tened an apartment building in 
southern Gaza and set off  wide-
spread panic. 

In a nationally televised state-
ment, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said continued rock-
et attacks on Israeli communi-
ties would not be tolerated. 

“Therefore I have ordered the 
military to significantly broad-
en its operation against Hamas 
terrorists and against the other 
terrorist groups inside Gaza,” 
he said. “I call on you to display 
patience because this operation 
could take time.” 

Israel and Hamas are bitter 
enemies that have engaged in 
numerous rounds of  fighting 
over the years. But until re-

Israel sets 
stage for 
invasion 
of Gaza

By JOSEF FEDERMAN and NAJIB JOBAIN
Associated Press 

Proponents of  giving local 
governments the ability to limit 
or ban hydraulic fracturing in 
Colorado aren’t the only ones 
trying to get measures onto this 
year’s ballot.

There’s a related effort to get 
other proposals onto the fall 
ballot, one of  which is aimed 
at local government’s pocket-
books if  they 
approve new 
laws limiting 
or banning 
fracking, the 
now con-
troversial 
practice of  
pumping 
water and 
chemicals 
into the 
ground 
to free up 
natural gas 
deposits.

That 
measure, 
currently 
known as 
Initiative 121, 
would bar 
local govern-
ments that 
act outside 
of  state law 
on oil and 
gas develop-
ment from 
receiving any 
financial benefit from oil and 
gas drilling such as severance 
taxes, which drillers pay based 
on the amount of  oil and natu-
ral gas they produce.

“All across Colorado, lead-
ing business voices, regulators, 
elected officials and now voters 
are pushing back against the 
wave of  irresponsible and un-

Fracking 
heavy on 
fall ballot 
agendas

By CHARLES ASHBY
Charles.Ashby@gjsentinel.com

Sex, leks, videotape

SPECIAL TO THE SENTINEL/Gail Patricelli, University of California, Davis

Conservationists are taking an unusual approach to learning about the mating habits of the nearly endangered sage grouse, going so far as to 
lure male grouse with a robotic female grouse decoy. 

Perhaps the most scruti-
nized love life since Don Juan’s 
is getting a closer look from a 
researcher who has married 
robotic technology to some 
feathery primping and thrown 
in a wireless video camera.

Gail Patricelli, associate 
professor in the Department 
of  Evolution and Ecology at 
the University of  California, 
Davis, took work she did on an 
Australian bird and fashioned 

an approach for the greater 
sage-grouse in the western 
United States, whose numbers 
have fallen to the point that of-
ficials are considering listing 
them as an endangered spe-
cies.

One way to help a species 
dancing on the edge of  extinc-
tion is to learn about where it 
all begins, and in the case of  
the greater sage-grouse, that’s 
on the lek, or mating ground.

Researchers have long been 
fascinated with the courtship 
of  the sage grouse, noting that 

the males strut in front of  the 
females. Elongated sacs on the 
neck are inflated and used to 
make a drumming sound that 
presumably impresses a hen.

That much is known.
But what’s it like from the 

girl’s-eye view?
“I was trying to understand 

the evolution of  courtship 
behaviors” and better under-
stand the male response to 
female signals, Patricelli said. 
And to do that, “You really 
need to control the female sig-
nals.”

There was only one way to 
do that.

Thus the plan for the sage-
grouse fembot was hatched.

“The idea came out of  my 
days as a ski bum in Tellu-
ride,” Patricelli said. She also 
ran scientific conferences in 
those days, including one on 
neuromorphic engineering, 
referring to building computer 
systems to mimic the way the 
nervous system of an animal 

By GARY HARMON
Gary.Harmon@gjsentinel.com

Sage grouse robot will study mating

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Immigrants from Honduras and El Salvador who crossed the U.S.-Mexico 
border illegally are intercepted in Granjeno, Texas. President Barack 
Obama on Tuesday asked Congress for $3.7 billion to cope with a tide of 
minors who are illegally crossing the U.S. border.

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama appealed to Con-
gress on Tuesday for $3.7 billion 
in emergency spending to deal 
with the immigration crisis on 
the nation’s southern border, 
where unaccompanied children 
have been showing up by the 
thousands in a human drama 
that’s causing a political storm 
in Washington and beyond. 

Obama himself  was flying 
to Texas today, a trip designed 
mostly for political fundraising 
for Democrats but now includ-
ing a meeting on immigration 

with religious and local lead-
ers in Dallas. He rejected pres-
sure from Republican Gov. Rick 
Perry to visit the border for a 
firsthand look. 

In Washington, Democrats 
and some Republicans on 

Capitol Hill seemed open to ap-
proving the emergency money, 
which would go toward hiring 
more immigration judges and 
asylum officers, building more 
detention facilities, boosting de-
terrence and enforcement and 

increasing surveillance along 
the border with Mexico. Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev., said the Senate would act 
on it this month. 

Obama said in a formal letter 
of  request that the money was 
needed to “address this urgent 
humanitarian situation.” 

But Senate Democrats voiced 
skepticism about other changes 
the White House has said it 
wants that would send the mi-
nors back to Central America 
more quickly, partly by limit-
ing their existing rights to court 

Obama seeks $3.7B for border crisis
By ERICA WERNER

Associated Press 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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on the first 
day that 
sales of 

recreational 
pot became 
legal in the 

state.

SALEM, Ore. — Advocates seek-
ing more lenient marijuana laws 
have no intention of  stopping with 
Colorado and Washington. 

Twenty-three states and the 
District of  Columbia have allowed 
marijuana for medicinal purposes, 
and more could follow. 

Here’s a look at five of  the states 
that may be welcoming more per-
missive marijuana laws in the near 
future: 

ALASKA (LEGALIZATION) 
Alaska may seem like an un-

likely place to follow the lead of  
liberals in Colorado and Washing-
ton, but the state’s libertarian elec-
torate may provide a good look at 
how a different breed of  voters will 
respond to marijuana legalization. 

It’s early, but proponents have a 
big head start on fundraising and 
organization, led by the Marijuana 
Policy Project based in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

Marijuana legalization failed 
in Alaska in 2000 and 2004, but 

advocates say the landscape has 
changed markedly since then. 

If  the measure is approved, 
adults could use marijuana legally 
and purchase it at state-licensed 
stores, but use in public would still 
be illegal. 

OREGON (LEGALIZATION) 
Oregonians rejected legalization 

just two years ago but are all but 
certain to have a chance to recon-
sider this November. 

State elections officials haven’t 
yet validated the signatures turned 
in last week, but advocates submit-

ted far more than they needed. 
Oregon has long been on the 

leading edge of  the decades-long 
push to loosen marijuana laws. It 
was the first state to decriminalize 
small-scale marijuana possession 
in 1973 — a step that’s been taken 
in more than a dozen other states. 
Marijuana use remains illegal, but 
possession of  a small amount of  
the drug is punished with a cita-
tion and fine rather than a crimi-
nal charge. Oregon was also among 

Who’s next? Legal marijuana moving to mainstream
By JONATHAN J. COOPER

Associated Press 

Bitter foes trade
rockets, airstrikes

One measure 
would 

bar local 
governments 

that act 
outside of 

state law on 
oil and gas 

development 
from 

receiving 
any financial 
benefit from 
oil and gas 

drilling.

BY THE NUMBERS
Breakdown of emergency funding:
■ $1.1 billion for the Department of Homeland Security to help deter border-

crossers and increase enforcement; 
■ $433 million for Customs and Border Protection to cover overtime costs and for 

additional facilities to detain unaccompanied children; 
■ $64 million for the Department of Justice to hire immigration judges
■ $1.8 billion for the Department of Health and Human Services for the care of 

unaccompanied children, including shelter and medical care.
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operates.
That experience served as the 

basis for building a henbot — a 
robotic hen that rolled about a 
lek on a track, and presumably, 
on the prowl.

The henbot eventually gave 
way to the fembot, with apolo-
gies to Austin Powers, which 
traveled the lek on wheels.

The fembot 2.0 is mounted on 
a Mars rover-like vehicle with 
a dowdy hen-like covering. A 
head that moves in a lifelike 
fashion and which seems to 
peck at the ground completes 
the ensemble intended to look, 
with more apologies to Powers, 
sage-alicious.

And it apparently works.
An 80-second YouTube video, 

“fembot 2.0,” shows the reaction 
of  a strutting male to the fem-
bot, but ends abruptly.

The reason, said Patricelli, 
was that while the camera was 

fixed on the male in front of  
the fembot, another male ap-
proached from behind and tried 
to mate with the mechanical 
hen, an effort that “doesn’t end 
well,” Patricelli said. “She’s not 
that (anatomically) accurate.”

Still, does the chain of  events 
suggest that the male on cam-
era was acting as a wingman?

Not hardly, Patricelli said.
Males “don’t seem to be 

helpful in any way” with other 
males on the lek, Patricelli said.

In one case, two males on a 
lek were so intent on fighting 
that they were unaware of  an 
attack from above, by a falcon 
that made one of  the feuding 
grouse a loser — and a meal.

“They’re all about protecting 
their own territory,” Patricelli 
said of  the males, also called 
cocks. 

“They definitely are not very 
cooperative,” she said.

For all the pomp and show, 
both sexes seem to approach 

courtship coyly at first, Patri-
celli said.

Females will peck at the 
ground, foraging until they get 
serious, Patricelli said, “Then 
they sort of  hunker down and 
watch and face the male more 
directly.”

The males, meanwhile, are 
similarly indirect, not looking 
directly at the female.

They’ll rotate when making 
their sound, louder when facing 
away from the female, softer in 
her direction.

“They work hard out there,” 
Patricelli said of  the males, but 
their intentions can be hard to 
read until they’re actively woo-
ing a hen.

Patricelli’s research is more 
than sex, leks and videotape.

Males, for instance, will strut 
and drum even as a coyote ap-
proaches, she said, confident in 
the knowledge that they can fly 
off  before the coyote can get a 
tooth on them.

Coyotes might like sage 
grouse, but they don’t get them 
often.

“I’ve never seen an attack 
during the day,” she said.

Coyotes are nest-raiders and 
chick-chompers, though, she 
noted.

The real threats, however, 
come from the skies. Raptors 
make frequent meals of  sage 
grouse, Patricelli said.

The effects of  noise on the 
birds and their mating habits 
also are of  interest, she said.

Patricelli has studied the 
greater sage-grouse in Wyo-
ming, but has no plans to take 
the fembot 2.0 to Colorado, 
though the Gunnison sage-
grouse also is intriguing.

“I would love to see them,” 
but the greater sage-grouse is of  
more immediate concern, Patri-
celli said.

“They’re so fun to watch,” Pa-
tricelli said. “They’re so charis-
matic.”

GROUSE: Fembot is mounted on Mars rover-type vehicle
➤  Continued from Page One

scientific attacks being waged 
against responsible energy 
production and specifically on 
fracking in Colorado,” said Jon 
Haubert, spokesman for Colo-
radans for Responsible Energy 
Development, one of  two groups 
pushing for the measures.

That group and another, Pro-
tect Colorado’s Environment, 
Economy and Energy Indepen-
dence, announced Tuesday that 
it was more than halfway to 
where it needs to be to get the 
measures onto the Nov. 4 ballot.

The second proposal, Initia-
tive 137, is designed to give vot-
ers more information before 
they sign petitions. It would 
require detailed fiscal impact 
studies to be done on proposed 
ballot measures, and for those 
findings to be shown to voters 
before they sign a petition.

Proponents of  the two groups 
say they are confident they will 
have the minimum 86,105 signa-
tures of  registered voters by the 
Aug. 4 deadline to qualify for the 
ballot. 

Currently, they have nearly 
60,000 signatures for Initiative 
137 and more than 55,000 names 
for Initiative 121. 

Such petition drives general-
ly shoot for thousands of  more 
names than the minimum to 
account for signatures that are 
declared invalid for one reason 

or another.
“Voters are signing these 

measures rapidly because they 
see they are about fairness and 
providing all Coloradans with a 
level playing field,” said Karen 
Crummy, spokeswoman for the 
Protect Colorado group. “Unlike 
other initiatives out for signa-
tures, these measures are posi-
tive. They help voters receive 
crucial information so they can 
make informed decisions and 
ensure local communities get 
their financial fair share.”

The two groups hope to dis-
suade voters from approving 
two other proposed ballot mea-
sures being pushed by an anti-
fracking group, Coloradans for 
Safe and Clean Energy, that are 
designed to limit or outright 
ban drilling in parts of  the state.

One of  those measures would 
establish a 1,500-foot setback 
rule from occupied structures, 
which is three times the state 
requirement. The other would 
create an “Environmental Bill 
of  Rights” for local govern-
ments, giving them the author-
ity to enact any law on oil and 
gas drilling that is stricter than 
the state’s.

Opponents of  those measures 
are hoping to dissuade voters 
from approving them by show-
ing what would be lost finan-
cially if  they pass not only from 
direct job losses, but in tax rev-
enues their local governments 

receive directly from oil and gas 
drilling.

Under Colorado law, all sever-
ance taxes and federal mineral 
lease payments are distributed 
to local governments in direct 
payments and through grant 
programs. 

The distributions are de-
signed to offset impacts from 
drilling operations. For some 
counties, that could mean mil-
lions of  dollars in lost revenue.

Weld County, which has seen 
an explosion in oil and gas de-
velopment and a major public 
backlash as a result, last year 
received more than $2 million in 
severance tax distributions, and 
nearly $900,000 in federal lease 
money, according to the Colora-
do Department of  Local Affairs.

Including those county dol-
lars, all local governments and 
school districts in the county, 
the area received $7.7 million 
from oil and gas drilling in 2013, 
not including millions of  dollars 
in grant money from the depart-
ment for specific projects.

Overall, direct distribution 
of  production revenue to all lo-
cal governments in the state ex-
ceeded $47 million, down from 
the nearly $62 million local gov-
ernments received in 2012.

While all of  that is going on, 
Gov. John Hickenlooper and 
a handful of  state lawmakers 
continue to push for a so-called 
compromise measure that they 

hope will get the anti-fracking 
proponents to back off  of  their 
measures.

Last week, the governor re-
leased a revised compromise 
bill that won the support of  
some oil and gas companies, but 
strong opposition from others. 
The compromise is designed to 
give local governments more 
authority over surface issues 
related to drilling while leaving 
down-hole matters to the Colo-
rado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission.

In a related matter, Colora-
dans for Responsible Reform, 
the main group that is battling 
the anti-frackers, said that its 
campaign finance complaint 
against Coloradans for Safe and 
Clean Energy filed with the Sec-
retary of  State’s Office will be 
heard later today by an admin-
istrative law judge.

The group claims the anti-
frackers violated campaign fi-
nance laws when they refused 
to disclose where they received 
about $1.45 million in donations, 
all of  which came from a single 
group, Coloradans for Local 
Control. That group claims to 
be a coalition of  several smaller 
anti-fracking groups, but one 
also financially backed by U.S. 
Rep. Jared Polis, who is financ-
ing much of their efforts.

FRACKING: Second proposal tightens rules on ballot measures
➤  Continued from Page One
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BORDER: Some Republicans want to see spending details
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hearings. Those proposals, 
which are not part of  Tuesday’s 
request, have infuriated immi-
grant advocates who say they 
would result in harsher treat-
ment of  kids and eliminate their 
legal protections. 

“Everybody’s very con-
cerned. I’m one of  them,” said 
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill. “I just 
want to make sure that at the 
end of  the day we’re being fair, 
humane and doing this in an or-
derly way.” 

At the same time Republicans 
criticized Obama for stepping 
back from asking for those le-
gal changes, which the White 
House initially had said would 

come in concert with the emer-
gency spending request. The 
White House now says those 
proposals will come later. 

“He just decided not to do that 
because of  the pushback he got 
from some in his own political 
base,” said Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas. “We need to solve the 
problem, but you don’t need to 
just ignore the cause of  the cur-
rent crisis. And that requires 
more than just appropriating 
$3.7 billion for additional judges 
and the like.” 

The back-and-forth came as 
lawmakers reconvened on Capi-
tol Hill and suggested political 
struggles ahead over the unfold-
ing situation. More than 50,000 
young people have showed up 

unaccompanied since last fall, 
many fleeing oppressive vio-
lence in El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras, but also drawn 
by rumors that once in the U.S. 
they would be allowed to stay. 

Lawmakers are now begin-
ning to confront the full dimen-
sions of  the crisis, and their 
responsibility to act, with mid-
term elections around the cor-
ner. It all comes with compre-
hensive immigration legislation 
dead in Congress for the year 
and Obama preparing to take 
steps by his executive authority 
to change the nation’s faulty im-
migration system where he can 
— plans that could be compli-
cated by the border crisis. 

As for the spending request, 

some Republicans said they 
would have to review the de-
tails. “We’re going to take a look 
at it. This is clearly a huge cri-
sis,” said Senate Minority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

the first states to approve medi-
cal marijuana. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
(LEGALIZATION) 

The D.C. Cannabis Campaign 
says the group submitted 55,000 
signatures for a legalization ini-
tiative on Monday — twice the 
number required to put the is-
sue before voters.  The measure 
would allow possession of  up to 
two ounces of  marijuana in the 
nation’s capital. 

FLORIDA (MEDICAL) 
The push for more liberal 

marijuana laws is not limited 
to full legalization of  the drug. 
Florida voters will be deciding 
whether to allow the drug for 
medicinal use. 

A poll by Quinnipiac Univer-
sity in May found overwhelm-
ing support for medical mari-
juana in Florida, where it will 
require support from 60 percent 
of  voters to pass in November. 
Nearly 9 out of  10 voters sup-
port allowing adults to use the 
drug for medical purposes.

IMMERSE YOURSELF
IN LAVENDER

PALISADE TO PAONIA
HEART OF COLORADO’S FRUIT & WINE COUNTRY

coloradolavenderfestival.com

JULY 11 – 13
FRI: Guided Motorcoach Tours of blooming lavender farms, 

gardens, lunch, activities & more.
SAT: Colorado Lavender Festival in Palisade Town Park:

Artisan Vendors, education and seminars.
 Evening: Spike it with Lavender Dinner.
SUN: Self-guided tours of farms, retailers, wineries; activities, 

food, music, U-pick. $11,988
2595 HIGHWAY 6 & 50
GRAND JUNCTION
www.edbozarthgrandjunction.com
970-712-5153 TOLL 1-888-CHEVROLET
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#1 ED BOZARTH & MARK MILLER
CHEVROLET BUICK

Quality  •  Value  •  Service  •  Selection

2013 CHEVY SPARK LT
PRE-OWNED DEAL OF THE WEEK!

ED BOZARTH MARK MILLER

40+ MPGs, great starter or 
commuter car. It’s ready to 
move!! #26198
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• No injections, sutures or eye patches
• Little or no dependency on glasses
• Conveniently located surgical center

Dr. Ho!man can recommend the 
type of cataract lens implant based 
on each individual patient and lifestyle.

Call (970) 256-0400 today to schedule an appointment.

• Custom Cataract Surgery
• Glaucoma Care and Surgery
• Diabetic Eye Care
• Corneal Transplants
• Dry Eye Treatment

970.256.0400 • 800.439.3799 • www.HoffmanEyeCare.net
Physicians' Building at St. Mary's Hospital

2463 Patterson Road, Suite 405, Grand Junction, CO 81506

"When racing, it's not just
about me. I have to drive 16 of 

my best friends in the dark. 
They trust me like I trusted 

Dr. Hoffman and his staff with 
my cataract surgery. Today, 

my confidence is back and I'm 
training for the Iditarod in 2013.

I'm just grateful."

Butch Austin
Professional Dog Sled Racer

W. Jay Ho!man, MD
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Thank you for
donating to our coat drive 

1235 N 4th
Grand Junction, CO 81501

(970) 242-7513
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